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Coronavirus Test Strategy of TU Dortmund University 

 

Best possible protection through combination testing 

The test strategy of TU Dortmund University combines: 

• Self-tests at home before coming to campus and 
• PCR pool testing on campus at testing sites. 

 

Frequency 
Self-tests: A self-test should be taken at home in advance for every day of presence on 
campus. A negative test result is a prerequisite for participation. The negative test or a 
photo of the negative test result with a time stamp must be presented before the start of 
the attendance course.  
PCR Pool Testing: those who are regularly on campus are specifically encouraged to 
participate in PCR pool testing once or twice per week: 

• twice a week for more than two days of presence on campus per week 
• once a week with two or less days of presence on campus per week 

 
  

The testing strategy and the following examples are based on the following characteristics of 
the tests: The self-tests provide the result immediately, but are less sensitive than PCR 
tests. Done at home, they reduce the mobility of highly infectious individuals. They must not 
be performed more than 24h before coming to campus. PCR tests, on the other hand, are 
very accurate but provide the result only on the next day (in the examples: >result). They are 
used to check the reliability of the negative self-tests, as they may miss an incipient infection, 
for example. The testing sites on campus are open Mondays to Thursdays.  
 

Examples  

 

Model #5: Being on campus five days per week  

TU members that work consistently on campus (for example in workshops) are explicitly en-
couraged to participate in PCR testing twice per week. This can be Mo/Wed or Tue/Thu as 
shown in the examples. Mon/Thu is also possible.  

Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sa Su 
self-test self-test self-test self-test self-test   
PCR test >result PCR test >result    
 

Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sa Su 
self-test self-test self-test self-test self-test   
 PCR test >result PCR test >result   
 

The model is transferable to people or units who visit the campus four days a week.  



 

Model #3: Being on campus three days per week 

TU members who are present on campus three days per week are specifically encouraged to 
participate in two PCR tests per week. If one of these days is a Friday, sometimes only one 
PCR test is possible.  

Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sa Su 
self-test self-test self-test     
PCR test >result PCR test >result    
 

Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sa Su 
self-test  self-test self-test    
PCR test >result PCR test >result    
 

Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sa Su 
  self-test self-test self-test   
  PCR test >result    
 

 

Model #2: Being on campus two days per week 

TU members who are present on campus two days per week are strongly encouraged to 
participate in one PCR test per week.  

Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sa Su 
self-test self-test      
PCR test >result      
 

Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sa Su 
self-test  self-test     
PCR test >result      
 

 

Model #1a: Being regularly on campus one day per week 

Those who are regularly present on campus one day per week are specifically encouraged to 
attend PCR testing on that day. However, this is not possible if they visit the campus on Fri-
days.  

Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sa Su 
 self-test      
 PCR test >result     
 

Model #1b: Sporadic visits to campus 

Only those who are only sporadically present on campus do not have to participate in the 
PCR tests, as they are difficult to organize for alternate days or infrequent and spontaneous 
visits. For a one-time visit it is not necessary to do a PCR test.  

Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sa Su 
 self-test      
       



 

Our common goal 

The testing strategy was developed to protect all TU Dortmund University employees and 
students who need to be present on campus during the pandemic. We believe that all TU 
members have the right to the best possible protection against infection on the university 
campus. For this, every individual must participate in the testing strategy. 

A small contribution has a big impact: Anyone who takes a sample with a cotton swab for 
each day of attendance can prevent others from becoming infected, having to go into quar-
antine and, in the worst case, suffering serious complications. If the infection were to spread, 
legal restrictions on university operations and more severe consequences for society as a 
whole would have to be expected.   

 

Contact 

Within the departments of TU Dortmund University, the Covid-19 Response Officers are the 
first point of contact for questions regarding the testing strategy. Other contact persons are 
listed on the TU website: https://www.tu-dortmund.de/en/coronavirus-test-strategy/contact-
persons/  

 

https://www.tu-dortmund.de/en/coronavirus/contacts-at-tu-dortmund-university/
https://www.tu-dortmund.de/en/coronavirus-test-strategy/contact-persons/
https://www.tu-dortmund.de/en/coronavirus-test-strategy/contact-persons/

